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M Gma" Hayes supervisor <supervisorhayestownshipmi@gmail.com>
Re:
Ron Vanzee <Supervisor@hayestownshipmi.gov> Mon, Oct 21, 2019 at 10:09 AM

To: "T. Scott Law" <slawb45@icloud.com>

Scott and Debbie,

It was a pleasure to meet both of you. After hearing your plans and understanding better, not only what you are doing in

other places, but also what your intentions are for this property, | would like to thank you for your service to the
community.

As we discussed Saturday, often times people are afraid of change and of things they do not understand. Thank you for
your letter explaining your long term goals, your hesitation for allowing people on your property during construction, your

admission that maybe there had been misunderstandings on both sides, acknowledging concerns from neighbors but
mostly for your willingness to share, such an absolutely beautiful place, eventually with so much of the community.

Again, thank you for the tour and your clarification on so many issues. | appreciate you prompt reply and | will make sure

the public is informed.
Ron VanZee

On Sun, Oct 20, 2019 at 7:33 PM T. Scott Law <slaw545@icloud.com> wrote:

Ron,

It was a pleasure to meet you with Bob Drost at our property in Charlevoix. During our meeting we
discussed many topics and | greatly appreciate your perspective and hope that you gained a better
understanding of our plans for the property and some of the “why” behind our desire to improve, use and
preserve the beauty of this unique property. In our desire for privacy, we do agree that we have not been )
as transparent as we could have been with our neighbors about our plans and want to reiterate that we =
have simply been developing and learning the property ourselves before we felt comfortable to
communicate any plans.

| am a trained pilot and one of the first lessons a pilot learns in emergencies is to Aviate-Navigate-
Communicate. What this means is first fly the plane, get your arms around how to get wind over the
wings so the plane can fly or glide, second Navigate, which means find a place to land safely or pick the
best options available for a safe crash, and finally communicate so emergency help can hopefully meet
you there or be available to help you as soon as possible. | tell this story because | think its applicable in
this particular circumstance as we bought the first property and have been flying the plane, maybe
navigating construction very rapidly and can start to communicate better, which is my intent of this email!

When we purchased the original property, which had a beautiful home not done, 50 acres, a barn, and
two shooting ranges pointing back towards our neighbors houses! We were assured from the previous
owner and local realtor that he used the ranges all the time and shooting was not a problem. Imagine our

j, surprise that the first time we shot skeet (no rifles or tanaride) and we got a letter from our neighbors

‘ whom we have never met asking us to stop shooting all together. We had never shot in our lives and part
of the appeal was that we had this property to begin a new hobby and activity. We also asked about
putting in a helicopter pad on the 50 acres before we bought the property and were told in no uncertain
terms that this would be fine. Again the local realtor said this is “Michigan” and why people buy these
properties, there are several people on the lake that have helicopters and helipads, it's a beautiful way to
enjoy Michigan.
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In 2018, over Labor Day weekend, we had a family reunion as my parents and family are getting older
and we wanted to get together with everyone. Our property was the perfect place to host the Reunion
and allow everyone to enjoy our property (still original 50 acres). Most of our family would never be able
to experience Michigan if we didn’t host the event. We rented and paid for over 20 rooms at hotels in
Petosky. We rented over 30 rooms in Petosky for the reunion in 2019. We locally rented a tent, and all the
extras needed to prepare and serve for meals. We hired local caters and Bartenders to furnish meals. In
2018, we also put up an inflatable screen to show a video on Saturday night, that was produced from the
thousands of pictures of our family members in various stages of life. The video was less than two hours
long. Unbeknownst to me , one of our neighbors was swimming at night and noticed the screen.He
proceeded to come to our house asked to speak to someone in charge. My brother whom answered the
door proceeded to get an ear full after he asked the gentlemen “whats the issue?”. The neighbor
assumed it was me and he proceeded to tell my brother how having a party with a tent and big screen
violated the integrity of the lake and he was filing a complaint because he was a lawyer. | never met the
man , never talked to him and no other contact regarding the screen complaint occurred until 10 months
later, | received a letter depicting our neighbor’s version of events.

In late 2018, we were presented the opportunity to purchase property owned by Bob Powers and various
trusts. We negotiated in good faith with Bob and received clear title to all his property with one exception.
The exception was one person having “ legacy fishing only “rights to the approximate 348 acres, his
house, his barn and water front property were all included in our purchase. Bob Powers property included
4 waterfront lots. While Bob may or may not have known the extent of people who used the property,
everyone understood that legally transferring property to Debbie and | voided any verbal agreements with
Bob and Bob Powers certainly knew of our intention to develop the property, he helped us develop a
master plan of the property including location of a shooting shed further away from houses to allow for
rifle target shooting and even Tanaride target shooting. We asked Bob Powers about the original
compaints on our 50 acre parcel and he reiterated that he has shot for many years, deer hunted in one of
8 blinds on the property and we will have no issues, and if we do, its your property now so keep it legal
but do what you want.

During the winter, we improved the trails to allow easy access and navigation to all parts of the property
using a wheelchair, blcycles, ride snowmobiles, hike and 4 wheelers. One of the main goals of buying
what is now over 400 acres was to allow peaple from our charitable foundation, our employees, family
and friends the opportunity to benefit from this property and hopefully to allow families recovering from
traumatic medical or health events to have opportunity to experience Michigan. Additionally we have
allowed Bob and his wonderful family to remain on the property, use it like it's theirs and even have
allowed several of his people who have respectfully asked to continue to use the property, do so!

We are building log cabins to accommodate our guests on the property with local contractors, lawyers
and permitting fees all being paid to accomplish these facilities! Additionally we doubled the property
taxes we pay on both properties because we are out of state residence and while | probably could have
become a resident | thought this would benefit Hayes township the most!

During our walk of the property, we showed you the cabins we are presently constructing , as well as the
extensive work we have done and are doing to build trails, taking into consideration safety, drainage and
the environment at every turn! We have spent over a million dollars, hiring local contractors, landscapers,
designers and property caretakers, to do the projects | have outlined in this letter. We also discussed that
during construction allowing anyone to walk on the trails was an issue of safety and as you may know
mud or muck from melting snow is dangerous!

We expressed our concerns allowing neighbors to use these trails without our permission due to us
having liability for someone getting hurt during construction or unauthorized hunting on the property
without permission resulting in someone getting shot! We have meticulously posted no trespassing signs
and we all agreed that it is risky to allow anyone to be on our property during construction as you recently
experienced at the park! We built the new shooting shed to point away from the driveway shared by
neighbors and to designate or quarantine all such activity in plain sight so nobody would get hurt, we built
up burrows of dirt to absorb any bullets and buckshot and frankly we have used it one day and only one
day since we built it. We hired the manager of the local Gun Club to supervise design and construct all of
the shooting areas. | am not suggesting we will not use it again, but I would like to put some perspective
on how often we are actually even on the property let alone using the shooting range. When we do use it
we engage the same person who runs the gun club to supervise and ensure safety, we close all gates,
put up signs that shooting is in progress and closed all access roads to that section of the property! As
for the status of the trails, we are concerned about people walking or bringing their own SUV'’s on our
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property because they are not fully completed and groomed. Even when taking all forms of precautions
accidents happen as during our family reunion, one of our guest ralled an ATV fortunately only property
damage and no one was hurt. We are not only private people but are being cautious with allowing people,
we do not know on the property?

We do also have a helicopter and plan on using it occasionally but worked with our pilots to revise take off and landing
patterns over our property only and will try to avoid early morning or late evening landings!

- Our future plans include zip lines, horse barn for trail riding and therapeutic activity, a dining facility for guest and
~events, a winery facility, fly fishing lake and possible golf holes. All private use for friends, family, charity and local
organizations as we see fit!

Finally, | would like to thank you for the extra time you have had to invest in hearing complaints from
neighbors of ours, our intent is to create a property and welcoming environment that will allow our family,
our friends, our charities and perhaps someday our neighbors to get away from the stresses of life in a
way that respects the beauty of the land and integrity of the environment but allows the them all to enjoy
the pure joy of northern Michigan, | hope our failure to communicate these plans will not ruin this goal,
nor will it interfere in anyone else’s enjoyment of the lake, their land or their lives. Please also let me
know how we can help you as you take on this challenging position and continue to represent and help
the people of Hayes township! Thank you for your time and service.

T. Scott Law
- CEO
Zotec Partners, LL.C
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